
Introduction
Choose Chillicothe is the City of Chillicothe’s year long 
comprehensive planning process. At the core of the planning work 
is a robust public engagement process that addresses community 
needs, values, and aspirations.

What is a  
comprehensive plan?
A comprehensive plan is a long-term guide that expresses the values 
and aspirations of a community. It is the broadest public policy 
document a community can create for its future physical development 
considering the input of residents, businesses, and stakeholders.

Plan Process
The planning process was 
intuitive and informed, shaped by 
input from the community and 
quantitative technical research. A 
28-member Steering Committee
was appointed to help with the
process and substance of the
plan by adding ideas, providing
feedback, and prioritizing actions.

Opportunities
• Chillicothe’s downtown stands out from others due to it’s

history and charm. Ensuring quality development of this
area is an important element in maintaining the city’s
economic competitiveness and overall economic health.

• Chillicothe’s natural amenities, including historical
locations such as Adena Mansion and Hopewell Culture
Historical Park, have potential to attract thousands in
the upcoming years. Leveraging these resources will be
crucial to adequately grow and expand as a city.

• Over 44% of total jobs within Ross County can be found
within the City of Chillicothe, representing a high growth
of employment and economic success.

Challenges
• Ross County ranks amongst the least healthy

counties in Ohio. With low life expectancy,
low access to quality foods, and high obesity
rates, the population ranks below the state
and nation averages.

• Multifamily residential housing units makes up
less than 4% of the city’s existing land use, or
about 205 acres.

• Vacancy rates throughout the city are at about
10-12% due to a large portion of the housing
stock being underutilized or uninhabitable.

CHOOSE
CHILLICOTHE

Create a vision and 
plan for our future.



Vision and Goals DRAFT

Vision for 
Chillicothe
Through hours of conversation 
with residents, elected officials, and 
stakeholders, the Choose Chillicothe 
Steering Committee developed a vision for 
the future of Chillicothe. It is an overarching 
statement meant to reflect the community’s 
input. The vision and associated mission 
statement direct the subsequent goals, 
objectives, and actions. The goals build on 
the vision and articulate the highest level of 
desired outcomes for the plan.

Leadership then and now. Chillicothe 
celebrates its history while striding 
forward, eagerly led by a community 
with culture, health, education, 
financial security, and quality of life.

Goals
The plan is organized into six goals with a seventh 
focusing on implementation and plan management. 
These collect major themes and recommendations 
from the technical analysis and public input. Each 
goal has a collection of specific actions which were 
identified to help achieve the desired outcome. 

Land use - Guide
Efficiently-managed land – infill development, 
revitalization, and strategic growth – that creates an 
appealing community character and establishes the 
city’s long-term financial health.

Public health - Flourish
A healthy community, both physically and mentally, 
with access to first-in-class facilities and programs.

Housing - Reside
A diversity of housing types with a range of attractive 
and affordable housing options, meeting the needs of 
current and future residents.

Public amenities - Experience
Excellent community atmosphere with celebrations of 
the city’s notable history and a wide range of parks, 
public services, historic buildings and monuments, and 
a well-supported arts community.

Economic development - Thrive
Robust and resilient economic base with diverse 
opportunities to find or create a job in a place that is 
appealing to varied lifestyles and is attractive as a visitor 
destination. 

Transportation - Link
Safe and comprehensive mobility options that serve 
all user groups and abilities, with strong neighborhood 
connections across multiple mode types.

Implementation - Achieve
Strong collaboration and commitment to action with 
leaders who embrace public engagement among the city’s 
various entities, institutions, and business community.




